Tumour necrosis factor-alpha alters the blood compartmentation of amino acids in the rat.
The work presented focuses on the importance of studying the distribution of blood amino acids in both the cellular and plasmatic fraction when performing studies concerning the effects of cytokines on amino acid metabolism. Tumour necrosis factor treatment resulted in important changes in blood amino acid compartmentation between plasma and red blood cells in rats. The animals showed a change in compartmentation with an increase in the concentration of most amino acids in the cellular fraction with the exception of phenylalanine, glutamate, aspartate and tyrosine.